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Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication In this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-2 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Reid (US Patent 5.706,040). 

3. Reid discloses a "low-profile ink jet cartridge assembly [24] for an ink jet printer, 
the assembly comprising: 

a substantially oblong Inkjet cartridge body [figure 5c shows a cartridge that is 
elongated in one direction] having a printhead side [52], opposing side surfaces 
attached to the printhead side and having a length, a height, and a width [as shown In 
figure 5c], wherein the length is greater than the height and the width [the front surface 
of the cartridge in figure 5c has been taken as the length]; 

a printhead [52] containing a semiconductor substrate attached to the printhead 
side of the ink cartridge [column 5, lines 28-30, 36-37]; and 

a flexible circuit [87] having a width, a length, a first edge along the length 
thereof, a second edge along the length thereof [as shown in figures 5c and 5d], first 
printer contact pads [86] along at least a portion of the length thereof adjacent the first 
edge [left side of the flexible circuit], and second printer contact pads [86] along at least 
a portion of the length thereof adjacent the second edge [right side of the flexible 



Application/Control Number: 10/686,245 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2861 

circuit], wherein tlie flexible circuit [87] is electrically connected to the printhead [52], 
and wherein the portions of the flexible circuit containing the first and second contact 
pads [86] are attached to the cartridge body [24] on the opposing side surfaces of the 
cartridge body [first contact pads are adjacent the left side of the cartridge body 
whereas the second contact pads are adjacent to the right side]." 

4. In regard to claim 2, Reid discloses an ink jet cartridge assembly comprising "an 
alignment feature on the ink cartridge assembly for aligning the printer contact pads on 
the flexible circuit with electrical contacts on the Inkjet printer when the ink cartridge is 
attached to the ink jet printer [column 5, lines 23-26]." 

5. In regard to method claims 6-8, the method steps are met by making the printer 
cartridge of Reid as applied to claim 1 . 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 3-5 and 9-1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

7. The following Is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

8. Prior art does not disclose or suggest the claimed alignment feature comprising 
"a keyhole-shaped opening in the flexible circuit." 

9. Prior art does not disclose or suggest the claimed alignment feature comprising 
"a keyhole-shaped opening in the cartridge body." 
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1 0. Prior art does not disclose or suggest the claimed alignment feature comprising 
"a key for aligning with a key-hole shaped opening on the printer." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eartier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jannelle M. Lebron whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2729. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8:00am- 
5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David M. Gray can be reached on (571) 272-2119. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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